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Tux following plain and unadorned Diſcourſe having 
been honoured with the Notice of the Committee of 8 . 
Schools im Mancheſter, the Author has only to obſerve tha 
had it been intended for the Preſs, it ſhould have made its 
Appearance much ſooner; and that he is encouraged to pub- 
liſh it, as requeſted, with the Hope that it will ſerve as an 
Anſwer to thoſe who, from Prejudice, or a total Unaequaint- 
ance with theſe Inſtitutions, 8 10 to bring in W LET 
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firſt and the moſt ditiogaifhing:Trattdh, 
1 che Character of our bleſſed Lord id u 
Benevolence, or univerſal Good - will towards: M, 
And this is conſpicuous- in his dondeſeending Be- 
haviour whilſt he continued upon the Harth. He 
went about doing good as his greateſt Pleaſure. 
He did not therefore diſdain to receive the pobreſt, 
or the weakeſt of bis Creatures whenever * they 
came unto him.” If they only deſired it, he rea- 
dily | adminiſtered to their: Neceſlities;” healing 
every Sickneſs, and every Diſeaſe But his divine 
Compaſſion was not conſined ſolely to relieving 
the Diſtreſſes of the Body. No: He nad e 
nobler Work of our Salvation in view his fore 
immediate Concern was to heal the Diſtempers of 
the Soul—to, enlighten by his-ſaving Trillion 
| the Gloom of Exror to reſoue us from the Miſery 
of Sin—and to lead us to conſult our trueſt 
neſs in the way of LS. 


"A 25 * 
4 
1 2 


1 


14 


mr 


VVV 
f This proof .of his Good-will towards men, ſu- 
peradded to the Miracles which ſpoke his divine 


Power, could not but-engage the Admiration of 


thoſe with whom he converſed. Many of them 
therefore were ſoon Converts to his Doctrine, and 
believed that he was in truth 3 Teacher ſent from 
Gad. —And amongſt thoſe who were poſſeſſed with 

this high Opinion of him, we! cannot wonder to 


find the tender Parent anxious to preſent his Infant 
Offspring to Chriſt—who would not reject them, 


for he was much diſpleaſed with thoſe who would 
hayg kept them from him; He embraced them in 
his Arms; ns r ger and 
| Nefſedthem! * 3 \nv yore ©" Hp 
ot * $459 RP Church: eee 
inifavor.of the Baptiſm of Infants: wiſely con- 
they cannot be too early initiated into 


we Service of their God; nor too ſoon take hold 


2 glorious Privilege of becoming his Children. 
But are we to ſuppoſe! when they have been 
thus received into the Congregation of. Chriſt's 


portant on our part, as well as on theirs. Conſi- 
dering the original Depravity of human Nature, 
and the great Danger they are entering upon in 
this Scene of Ttial, we cannot leave them, like 
the young: of the;Oftrich x, forſaken and defence. 
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for the Neceſſity of a Chriſtian-Edidation hold 5 


this World may have led to S | 
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Chriſt, . they become the Children of the Devil! 


The Church has therefore enjoined that Children 


be taught, ſo ſodw as! dheꝝ are able to lem, the 
Nature of that Covenant which they entered into 


at their Baptiſm'; and all other Things Which a 


— 2 — believe fo l Sou 
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 -» This, Lam perſusdod⸗ all of you-who areParents, | 
and who are capable of affording your,» Children 


—— "og allow to be a yerycms 
nſideration. But here ate before; you 

hole — in Jeife does not;admit of 
the like Opportunity of coming eee 
of their Duty. And will not the A . 


good in reſpect to them? Or ate the 4 
ſidered as a diſtinct elaſs of Beings; —— Fo 
related to us? And is then their Poverty ta be 
imputed to them as their crime duch, perhaps, 
may be the Opinion of thoſe. whom the Pride of 


Providence has permitted ſo wide a Differen- 
the Eſtates of men; but you Who conſider this 
Inequality: as wiſely intended for the Exerciſe of 
our ſeveral Virtues in a State of Trial, will rather 


look upon their helpleſs Condition as the.greater 


. Occaſion! of your charitable: aſſiſtance. on will 


regard them with the EY 
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| baptized — — N to the 
ſume Hope with 'yourſelves:: Tou will therefore 
| Tuer them to ene _ and es 
L nn 36133 cv; 
3 re vide cn Horhenn mis be e ID 
effeftually than by endeavouritg to propagate = 
Chriſtian Knowledge amongſt the lower Orders =... 
Mankind?” "Amongit' the ruder Nations abroad, 
upon'whoſe darkened Minds the Light of Revela- 
tion Has not yet ſhone, we have judged it e — : 
to attempt this; and ſhall we, to whom the Church 
of Chriſt is here open, and who have the Goſpel = 
in our Hunde, be leſs active in enlichtening the 
R moſt ignorant of our own" Land, thoſe who are 
258 more immediately under our Obſervation ? No: 
The general Senſe of the Kingdom has told us to 
=_ -. the contraryt but in nothing ſo plainly as in the 
ail Ardor which it has * forthe Eflabliſh- 
; if 5 ment of Sunday Schools. Tr: 
=__ 7 Light 
| from Darkneſs is evident both from Reaſon and 
from Scripture. We know that the firſt Act of 
God at the Creation of the Natural- World was to - 
give Light to it: and good he ſaid/it was ſd to do. 
So, in reſpett to the moral, or intollectunt World, 
we ſhould be careful to ſpread abroad that Light 
which comes to us from Heaven; we ſhould be 
a propagate à true Spirit of Devotion and 
Piet amongſt Mankind. * it is, when Reli- 
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25 Mind; —— er 
are made to vanifie as the Demons of ' retith 
Darkneſs, that we ſer clean ede com in 
 Obtrit?” Then it is that ue 46 . Lanthern t 
our ſeet and à Nght unte our Paths We bold = 
di LZ eee 


and that all nel may —— e elt 
| _ 1029 SK 06 N om enavytereagd bas: 
When Sunday Schools were firſt ſet on foot i 
u doudted by ſome whether the Ohll 
learn any thing by io Title Opppse gd bat e. 
perience has now given ample Teltftiibly | = | 
contrary. © If we ute Willing te be c | 
us viſit theſe Children, aud wWe Wario — 5 
at the Improvement which” any of MH Mas 
made: We mall find ſorne — 
other TnſtruQion than whit they habe recbiver 
theſe means, are now in the Office" "Fe: 
wie muſt make 4 due A | 
ferent Capacities? but fuppofig Pd 
ever fo flow, ſhould the Chance Ae, ty 
ſome Progreſs therefore be aken froth them?“ Can 
any man ſeriouſly Kink this Who Teber dt m 
the early part of His LifY he Has been en 
Situation with ele OMNI, and that 1 
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— he had Parents and Inſtructors 
his, Un 
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ſo watchful for his good as to direct and improve | 

ſtanding hen he was in the State of 
helpleſs Infaney. And can he be really ſenſible 
of ſo great a Bleſſing, and not at the ſame, time 


indulge the charitable Deſire chat others of his 


fellow-creatures ſhould reap à like Advantage ? | 
When it is conſidered that we; live We 


Land, where the Scriptures are open to us i in gur 


Native - Tongue, and that they are required to be 
0 read by every one who lives to take upon himſelf 


al: Vow, is it not, I will not ſay a want 
of-Chaxithpchnd« degree of, Cruelty to the me 


_ deprive! them of an Opportunity of learning to 


ad? Oer inly, as much ſo as it would be to 
forbid”. thoſe. reading them who are already able, 
You wil, doubtleſs, admit that the Scriptures ſpeak 


to us on the Neceſſity of early Inſtruction: that they 
point out to. us ſome ſuch way of en Children 


Child an the; wayihe fhenld 88 -e, to bring him 


| up in: the Nurture and Admoniuon of the Lord“ 


in the Conſideration, that © when he is old he wi 
not depart, from it.” ny als tet d Of e 
tes And while the Evening of \Life advances great 
is the Conſolation to thoſe Who Can read the ; 
iptures..,, Whoever has been accuſtomed... to 

Dick * can r nn aged and 
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ſtruction in reading; that when their Complaints 
diſabled them from working, they might have de- 
voted their time to reading their Bibles, and fuch 


other OO I Ins? — 9 1 


mas 2 — Pretenfbu to Chrittan⸗ 
feeling, would wil to withheld from them fuch 4 
Reſource of real Corafört f.—Surely in vain ſhall 
that man' profeſs his love to God who could t 
fergie the Love which he owes to his Neighbouf 
But notwithſtanding theſe obyious'Reaſons' 1 
the Neceſſity of Sunday Schools, there are, 1 am 
ſorry to ſay, thoſe Who by their objections would 
ſeem eto forbid theſe Children to be this brought 


to the Knowledge of Chiiſt:" They either have 
GY wor Eotaſidles the! — 


in our Se 7 
theſs Antitations arv'of little Uſe. AS well 15 ght 5 
they pretend to doubt the A age of other 


Public Inſtitutions which have been defigned 107 — 85 


the Lare of 2 deecauſe we) ds fr Tee that 


many Inſtances of hs Pre Palins Sy ies among 
the Families of dhe poor; and the reaſon, no 
doubt, is becauſe many Children are neglected; 

or becauſe Ighorance and bier a Gel 


th 1 th each. 1 OD ET 

— — ier wheat Boabarrt 
dun be turned againſt them it muſt be made ap- 
pear that he r 0 — mme 


5 e e eee the. Ken 5 
let us briefly. conſider the State of our own... 
We find it now, thirteen. wears ſinge Sunday 
Schools were opened in. Mancheſter and Salford, 
The Plan upon which they were propoſed. to be 
conducted Was the moſt likely which could have 
been adopted to meet the Approbation of the 
Subſcribers. in general. It was meant to — 
tenſivelx uſeful ran — from 
us in their Made of .Worſhi "AAR 
| vited, to. units in fo, rah a work chen, 
| 2nd it has ho_ regularly attondad. toy nd pra 
moted by one Improvement after; another, ſo as 


juſtly to entitle it to the Support of its preſent 
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Numerous. Friends The Town was at firſt divided 
into five, Diſtricts; to which three others have fince 
been added: Diſſenters were choſen joint Truſ. 
tees; and, beſides the general Viſitots, every 
School has had its particular Viſitor. It was alſo 
determined ſo long ago as. the. Year 1288 that the 
Tae e eee, ** 
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annually one, or more Lady-Miſitors for - every 


give their Attention to the Intereſt of theſe Schools, 


affords to the public in general an Opportunity uf 1 


ſtating their Sentiments from hh oo 


8 3% 1199-6 AS VIE $2432 A 2 . £1445 25! <2 6h? 8 We, W 


oy —— RG Ladies 
the whels of a Armas, and are particularly devrous tp 
make them underſtand what they read, and take care that 
ſome of them are brought regularly to Church one parl of the 


day—unleſs the Weather prevent them, —Theſe can therefore 


ſpeak from their own Obſerxation how much the Children are 


benefitted by the Attendance of Female-Viſitors. 


2 


— — qprngsrn5 | 
Senſe and. Piety will lead them to take a pleaſure 
in being thus- uſeful in promoting the good» of 


Levin 148 (4 60045) 264k eee e br + Kt 
of F 
ment is the appointment of a /eparate- Committee, 
which” has continued to meet regularly once 4 
Month. The Fidelity of the Gentlemen wWRe thus 
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provement, it will be: adopted: and, that the 
I thing that is going on wrong, a Monthly Account 
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"ni Progreſs of them; fo imat if ay cid 
' be-ptopoſed which is likely to be of further Im- 


Committee may not fail to be acquainted with any 


is now regularly brought to them of the Attendance 
of the V iſitors, Teachers and Scholars: and once 
a Vear a particular Examination is made of mand 
general State of each School, and 1 
pointed for this expreſs purpoſmeae 
Jo 4 Plan ſo well digeſted, and fo en ee . 
tered into, one ſhould imagine no ſerious Objection 


would be made Some over-ſcrupulous,:but well- 


meaning people, indeed, Who admit its Utility in 


the evident Alteration it has made in the Manners 
of the poor, have, nevertheleſs, doubted whether 
their being taught to read on the Sabbath-day i 
not a Breach of the fourth Commandment. But | 

let it be remembered that the Intention of theſe 


Inſtitutions is not that they ſhould be taught to read 
as d Science, but only with a view to religious 
Improvement ſo far as to enable them to come to a 
Knowledge of their Duty: which, as they have 
uo other Opportunity, muſt be conſidered, certainly, 
as much a Work of 'Neceſity,' in regard to the 


Health of the Sbul, as any Work of healing per- 


er and "allowable en the 
Sabbath-day*.' 328 


* Whatever relates * to this Works, or which has not a 
dire Teadeney 0 he religious Duties, we un 


„ —— — 
Conſideration of the Committee! If they will mat 
bear the Teſt of thei RMAmination, ſurely they are 


not worth our attending to. 296 100402214 49s 
In ſhort, we may ſind fault and object aillade 


Opportunity of doing od is loſt· to us But if we 
are in earneſt in the Oauſe of Religion and Virtue; | 
we ſhall be cautious hot we. ſtart unneceſſar7 
| Objections, which may prejudice wenk Minde; 
who are apt to catch at uny ting which has e 
appearance only of being plauſible; eſpecially if 
4 it can WOT 1 W 
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with Decency, be tang on the Tord day; when — 
Application has been made for any Children belonging to the 
Sunday Schools in Mancheſter or Salford w be ia v re, 


che Cdamittes have: giver un Dau in aa 0 68 
| INES not on Sunday Evening From which. it will not | 


be ſuppoſed. that. thay Nerd net, . e learning ſ 
ag Accounts, to be taught on $ an Irregularit which. is 


not only tolerated, 'but publicly * defended in ſome of the 


pag roman ay cos ns 
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thidi/owhons tis — rp the Week 
days generally employed in work, and on Sundays | 
are but too apt to bene, milehie ud, and 
n Jornbaor A n eee ee e 
Much has eee n pus een Lace 
| Kip about the Neglect of the Sabbath in this 
Ton and Neighbourbood. With regard to the 
lower Claſs of people, the Cauſt has been gene- 
rally attributed to their having been entirely deſti- 


mn munen eee 


obſerved that they have — ee | 
attend any place of Worſhip, becauſe their Parents, 
as illiterate probably as themſelves, are ſeldom 
ſeen to attend any. Hence (ſays another ſenſible 
Writer) t they have been led to conſider . the- 
Sabbath as a Day of Reſt and Paſtime. And it 
would be well if they fpenit it in nothing worſe. 
But alas ! it is too commonly waſted in wanton Le | 
vity and thoughtleſs Diſſipation. Being excuſed at 
this time from Warks of . they think them. 


e 


It — fy ©. Glficint nennen 
ſeveral perſons, of good Diſcernment, to encou« | 
rage theſe Schools; that by ſuch means the Children 
of the poor may be regularly brought to Church, 
and that the Sabbath may be ſpent innoceniiy at 
leaſt, inſtead of being perverted: e 
1 purpoſes. eee ee 

The Clergy of Mancheſter, you have ſeen, 
W them ſtepped forward to notice in 
the moſt public manner the Profanation of the 

Sabbath ; for this they bave met with ſome'Abuſe 
ſpoken of; and who ure apt to judge 'more/uncha- 
ritably of their Actions than they uſuaſty Judge of 
other men's—But the Clergy will not be diſcou · 
raged - long as they can ſolace e ere 
nd dent ue Gd ase We 
ment of Morality and Religion If they ſhould 
give up the Conteſt becauſe of the Oppolition'they | 
meet with; (Oppoſition too without Argument!) 
by the ſame Rule both Religion and the i Laws 


to declaim againſt and ref cbem. Nor they 
greater Evidence to the Truth it oppoſes;” has alſo 
ordained that our Virtue, to be known and ap- - 


proved, muſt firſt be tried: and that conſequently 
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EI F ia eat 
huanced by the [Difficulty or Temptation there is ta 
Yn on —————— 

-us* thus to bring young Children 
Knowledge of God and their Redeemer, Apt wine | 
* weary'in well-going.; Letit be a ſufficient En- 
couragement to our Labor that-it Is not 1 in 
the Lord! . Ie th I pe re ies 
ben be es sed is Peep ddt he's tikes 
« Delight in giving his Bleſſing to the Works of 
Charity. He has been pleaſed to proſper, even | 
beyond our ExpeRations, our! Exertions to pro- 
mote theſe Schools: that (as hath been obſerved) 
we are now able to reject as groundleſs and 
may have beer liliity Gapydfod to i from them; 
and to appeal to poſitive Experience for their 
public Utility.“ We have to congratulate our- 
ſelves that there are now thirty it Schools in 
Mancheſter and Salford, in which upwards of five 
thouſand Boys and Girls are inſtructed, we aſſert, 
to the evident Improvement of the greateſt part of 
them in Religious Learning, and good Behaviour. 

And from the annual Reports we find that they 

are increaſing * conſiderably every year which, 

I have no doubt, will be a Conſideration with you 

for the further he RG EA nenen to- 
NG on 89 * Man 
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ln The Increaſe of Scholars in the laſt year is 808. 


e 10 „„ ON 
N — the A Saws by 
Order of the People here. are much leſs cultivated 
than the Mariners of thoſe in other parts of the : 
Kingdom; and that many off them do not. even 
manifeſt an Acquaintance with common Civility. 
I do not mean the Children only of the poor, but 
heir Parents likewiſe.— But if you enpeßt from 
them greater Propriety of Behaviour, you will ad: 
mit the Neceſſity of contributing in ſome way to 
their Improvement. Now reflect for a moment, 
what muſt be the Conſequence if theſe Schools 


„ ſhould ceaſe to be encouraged, and ſo many Chil- 
dren left to follow their own Inclinations on the . 


Sabbath- day? Before ſuch an Eſtabliſhment was 
recommended to your notice, can any of you. ſay 
that you recollect the poor as regular in their At- 
tendance in the Lord's Houſe as you now ſee them? 
And if they did not then ſhew the like Attention 
to their Duty to God, ſhould we hope from them 
any Attention to Decency in their Conduct to: 
wards Man ?: Where ſhould they learn it : From 
their Parents —““ Alas (it is well ſaid) the Cir: | 
cumſtances of Birth and mere Subſiſtence are often 
the only ones for which many. of them are in- 
debted to their Parents. If the Parent takes no 
pains to cultivate the minds of his Children; if 
he explains to them no ſingle Inſtaace of their 
Duty to him, to God, or to themſelyes; if he 
ſcarcely provides them with, Clothes and Food ſuf- 


ficient for their Defence againſt the Inclemencies 


099; — 

| theſe 8 n. — humour, 
or Profligacy, on what Foundation, I beg to know, 
N muſt the Duties of bis Children be built? From 
what Diftates of Nature, Reaſon, or common 
Senſe muſt. they learn to pay filial Honor to ſuch a 
Parent? If his Example inſpire them with reſpeQ 
for any thing, it muſt be for ſhis Follies and his 
Crimes. How) then ſhould Love and Gratitude | 
towards him, or Deceney towards others, take 
up eee 
Virtue?” And how ſhould thoſe Children ant 
God whom their Parent, daily diſhonor ? 

' This, 1 fy, is.» true Tian of the pant 
Condition of many Families of the poor. 

There are too amongſt them many honelt in- 
duftrious' Parents, who with their utmoſt Exer- , 
tions are not able to pay for the Inſtruttion of 
numerous Family. They think it well if they can 
procure for them their weekly Support, but eſpe - 
cially when Sickneſs or any other untoward Acci- 
dent adds to the Ditficulties they have to ſtruggle 
with. Shall we then let flip the bleſſed Opportu- 
nity of being as Fathers to the poor?” Shall 
we not ſtand in the place of thoſe Parents who 
want the Power, or Inclination to bring their 
Children to Chriſt by a virtuous and religious 
Education ? 's 
| The poor arefinalgly bort t6/greater MIGry 
than pourſelves: O!. manifeſt that you have « 


* 
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of Life Vou ſee, from Experience, how rank | 
id their minds are in a ſtute of Ignbrante: 


proving them Vou ſee that Nature unſubdued 
is the conſtant /Slaveof Paſſion: contribute what is. 
in your power to bring it under the Dominion of 
Reaſon !—You ſee that thoſe: who! are untaught 
the Duties of Life cannot be ſuppoſed to obſerve 
them; Ol teach them to act ſuitably to tlie vari- 
ous! Relations in which they are placed Gi 
them, above all, that Knowledge which alone can | 
be of eſſential Uſe to them. Let the Light of the 
Goſpel ſo ſhine, that it may diſpel thoſe Clouds 
| which conceal from them their God abd their Re- 5 
mer. Ves: Suffer t to dome | unts 5 
wo and forbid them not! e bas. © 
4 Archer] — db . 5% b 
e view in his beloved Offspring tlie 
Buds of early Virtue expanding their fair Boſoms 
to the happy Influence of religious Inſtruction? 


the Neceſſity of cultivating and im- 


Surely he will have eauſe to bleſa you whAM are the = 
meaus of contributing ſo much to his Comfort E 


And how great muſt be tlie Gratitude and Affec- 
tion of theſe yet· unthinikitig CMildren, who ire {a 
fortunate as to be trained up in the way their r̃ipot 
years will moſt approve and delight in? They 
will revere the Memory of their Friends and Bene- 
factors !—Think like wise what Benefits the Com- 
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_ this Occaſion; Tour Cbuntry too will blefs you, 
aſſured that *nothing can contribute more to its 
well-being than the Inſtruction of Youth in the 
principles of true Religion and Virtue— And what 
muſt be your 'own feelings'upon'the Conſciouſneſs 
of your having ſo far endenvouretd: well? Vou 
will be happy in the Thought -Not merely that 
you have done ſome good to your fellow- creatures 
You will have the ſuperior Gratification of having 
pleaſed God, who ſent you into the World to do 
his Will: the doing which, indeed, is all our Hap- 
P apa ourPrte! 7: 5 ods oo dt 
But this we ſhall feel and n ssc er 
| ebay in that gther Life whither our Works are to 
follow us; and to Which, we are taught, out Reward 
z to be exactly proportioned: where the malicious 
and unrighteous Man ſhall think with Sorrow how 
much Evil and Miſery he has been the Cauſe of to 
his fellow · creatures but where doubly ſweet muſt 
_ be the Recollection of the charitable and the hu- 
mae, that they have not neglected the Opportu- 
nity of making others happy in this Life; that they 
have ſnatched them with an Angel's hand from Folly 
ant from Vice, and led them to ſecure that Hap- 
pineſs which is only to be found in thoſe unclouded 
Regions, where they that turn many to Righteouſ. 
anner n — for eee Amen! 
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